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Save-the-Dates  

• September 7 - Fall Social @ Octagon 
Barn in SLO - Deadline for tix Aug. 31

• October 5-12 - Lake Almanor 
Outing

• October 10 - SLFF Meeting @ 
Octagon Barn. Confluence Outfitters

• October 18-21 - Western Sierra 
Trout Outing

Contact Our Club:   

SLFF       

    P.O. Box 166 

   SLO, CA 93406 
  

EMAIL: 
 info@santaluciaflyfishers.com 

WEBSITE:  
www.santaluciaflyfishers.com

TIGHT LINES 

 info@santaluciaflyfishers.com | San Luis Obispo County |Editors: Donna & John Sims

In This Month’s Newsletter  

President’s Message - Eric Tinglof

New Member Profile - Kyle Mitchell

San Juan River Outing Update - Jim Snodgrass

Fly Fishing Mentors - Lew Leichter

Drop Shot Rig - Kevin Rayner

SLFF Club Meeting - FALL SOCIAL! 

The Santa Lucia Fly Fishers fly fishing club was 
established in 1975 to give local area fly fishers of San Luis Obispo, 
Paso Robles, Santa Maria and northern Santa Barbara, CA, of 
all skill levels, participation in a club to learn, share and experience the 
challenges of our sport in salt water surf, and fresh water rivers and 
lakes. 

San Juan River, 2024

mailto:info@santaluciaflyfishers.com
http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com
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President’s 
Message 

By Eric Tinglof

The deadline to buy tickets for the Fall Social and the Special Summer Ra٠恬e is 
August 31st!

This will be a great opportunity for new members to meet other Club members at a relaxed, 
casual event. We can’t wait to see everyone there. And, by buying a Special Summer raÿe ticket 
for only $40, you help support your Club and get a good chance to win your choice of a $800 
Dave Scadden boat or a $100 Redding Fly Shop gift certificate.

Glynis and I ventured back out to Northern New Mexico again to join several other Club 
members on the annual San Juan River outing. What a good time we all had on this adventure, a 
few visiting the Soaring Eagle Lodge for the very first time. What a diûerence a trip makes 
when everything is all arranged for you: transportation, accommodations right next to the river 
(I always think I will catch a fish in front of the Lodge, but I never do…) and splendid meals 
each day. If you have the interest, please make a point of joining the Club on the Juan next year.

My strongest connections to this group have come from picking Club outings throughout the 
year that sound fun or challenging. As we continue to advertise these outings in the newsletter, 
take the plunge. Join us on one of these trips. You will not regret this step as we have many, very 
interesting and fun people to meet and to get to know better.

We now have 163 members, many joining this year. We have a fantastic monthly meeting 
location at the Octagon Barn Complex, typically with a speaker presenting in person. We 
certainly don’t have 163 members showing up each month. Please consider joining us in October 
as this is an easy way to mingle with fly fishing enthusiasts.

I received my first issue of the newly retooled California Fly Fisher magazine. What a great read 
and what a valuable resource to discover the wild places of our State.
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Welcome to the SLFF Club! 
New Members

Kevin Reeder 

Edward Arrigoni 

Kyle Mitchell 

Marcia Osterkamp
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New 
Member 

Profile 

Kyle Mitchell

I’m 33 years old, married, and have two dogs. I love camping and fishing, 
both salt and freshwater.

 Over the past 2 years, I’ve gotten into Flyfishing. I’ve read numerous books: 
Tom Rosenbauer’s Orvis books, Kirk Deeters Little Books, entomology 
books, and high Sierra fly fishing books by Loek and Cutter.

I practice fly casting in my pool in my backyard and at the park up the 
street from me. I’m looking forward to meeting people, locally, that share 
the same interest as me.
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SLFF Newsletter Editor - Open Position 

2025 

The club is looking for an enthusiastic member to become the next 
Newsletter Editor!  The position will be for the next calendar year, 2025. 

Are you interested in contributing to the club and have some (even a little) 
computer experience? 

The Newsletter Editor is responsible for:

• Gathering club news, articles, and photos to publish each month. These 
are sent to the editor via email from other club members and the Board of 
Directors. No need to create them yourself!

• Read over the articles and edit for content and grammatical errors.

• Place articles in the newsletter template and adjust for font, text size, 
margins, etc.

• Send it to the Board President for final approval. The President will then 
publish the final newsletter via Mailchimp. 

ADDITIONAL INFO:

The newsletter is already set up on a template that will be passed along to 
the next editor.  All that’s needed is a word document program (Word or 
Pages) and internet access.

The current newsletter editor will be available for whoever takes the 
position with consulting, side-by-side tutoring, etc., for as long as necessary.

Time commitment - approximately 2-3 hours per month.

Contact Eric Tinglof if you’re interested. etinglof19@gmail.com

mailto:etinglof19@gmail.com


SEPTEMBER 2024

SLFF  Tight Lines Newsletter SEPTEMBER 2024  Page 6

Soaring Eagle Lodge/San 

Juan River Fishing Outing

By Jim Snodgrass

Alan & Grandson John Henderson, Jim 

& Son Patrick Snodgrass, Ron Stalter, Ed 

Cummings, Glynis & Eric Tinglof, 

Martha & Todd Tose.

On August 4, 2024, the Santa Lucia Fly Fishers pulled 
into the Soaring Eagle Lodge compound and saw the 
beautiful San Juan River flowing by, drift boats waiting 
for the next day’s fishers, a large dining room 
specifically for meals and talk of the day’s fishing, 
comfortable cabins sitting along the curves of the river, 
and a clubhouse filled with games for warm summer 
evenings.  All cares and concerns of the everyday world 
quickly melted away…the ten SLFF fishers and guests 
were there for serious fishing, relaxation, and fun.  

Each day for four days, the fishers cast their lines for Rainbow and German Brown Trout, while 
top-quality guides positioned the drift boats into “secret spots” where the big fish hide.  The 
guides coached the fishers on the fine points of nymphing and dry-fly casting to entice the fish to 
taste the fly.  Ron Stalter learned just how big a bite those fish will take, when he caught his first 
fish of the trip.  The weather on the river was in the high 80’s to low 90’s and clear skies prevailed 
until the final morning when a thunderstorm rolled in.  Happily, the storm held off until the final 
minutes of our stay at the Soaring Eagle Lodge. 

Each evening the ten SLFF gathered in the dining room for huge gourmet meals of pork loin, 
venison, shrimp, or red fish, expertly prepared and served.  At one of those meals, Todd and 
Martha Tose kindly shared a bottle of fine wine to celebrate their 20th wedding anniversary.  Talk 
during these evenings focused mainly on the 14” to 18” fish caught, the ones (over 24”) that got 
away, the guides’ special rod set-up and which of the guides’ hand-tied flies worked best.   

On Thursday, August 8th the SLFF members invited the other Soaring Eagle Lodge guests to 
attend the monthly Santa Lucia Fly Fishers meeting, on Zoom, of course.  Several guests were 
introduced to our club and enjoyed Dan Johnson’s Trout Unlimited update at the recreation 
center.  Isn’t technology grand...fish all day and attend a club meeting in the evening…hundreds 
of miles apart.    

Club members always enjoy the Soaring Eagle Lodge and fishing the San Juan River, so 
reservations have been made for seven cabins (14 fishers) for July 7th to the 12th of 2025.  This is 
definitely a “Bucket List” outing that the Santa Lucia Fly Fishers should consider.  
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HALIBUT OUTINGS REPORT 
                             

By: Bernard Pieters

Fishing the bay for halibut has been slow for the last two years due to restoration work 
done on the breakwater wall north of San Luis Harbor. This has scared most of the fish 
away. Now that the work is done and the noise is gone, the big question is, are the fish 
returning?

Seven people attended this local fishing event. Some of them have been coming to this 
outing and have been fishing this area for many years, like Mark Shelton, Roger 
Grizzle, and Jim Small. For Chris Rhoades, this was his second outing, catching a 
halibut in the last years. Gary Brennen and Kevin Shaw were giving this saltwater 
fishing a first try.

We hit the water at 7:30 a.m. after giving help and fishing pointers to the new anglers 
on how to fish for this species. The weather was mild with an overcast sky, no wind, 
and a pleasant 60 F air temperature. The fishing was very slow for the first hour with 
no bending rods to see around us. After this first period, some baitfish trickled in, and 
the fish became more active.

The final outcome was: one halibut caught (23 in.), one slip of the hook, and one 
(possibly a big one) broke the leader. There were also a few strikes.

Your club has organized the halibut outings for over 25 years. We encourage you to fish 
as often as possible and become more experienced. Believe it or not, we only have a 
few good halibut fly fishers in the club.  One thing is for sure about catching this fish, 
you have to try more than a few times to fish for it to become more productive!
    
See you at the bay, Bernard
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INTRODUCING YOUR SANTA LUCIA FLY FISHERS CLUB MENTORS

As a member do you have a question about our club &/or about our sport and don’t know 

who to contact?

Below is a list of members who may be able to provide you with the answer or information 

you need. And generally, act as a mentor to help you learn and find the right resources. If 

the member you contact can’t help, then they will point you in the right direction. This 

might be another club member, info that’s on our website, website links, etc.

Mentors have been chosen because of their familiarity with the club and or have a lot of 

years invested in learning and experiencing our sport.

Members should understand none of our mentors knows everything but have been around 

long enough to know how they can help you.

Mentor info includes name, email, location (if needed) and if a subject matter expert a 

notation as to that expertise.  Club means they are familiar with club workings if that is 

where you need help.

Lew Leichter lsleichter@hotmail.com, Santa Maria, Club & Flyfishing topics in general, 

Guide Info & Gear

Mark Shelton mshelton@calpoly.edu, SLO, Flyfishing topics in general Entomology

Ken Baldwin klb1018@gmail.com AG, Club & Flyfishing topics in general

Gary Brennan garybtd@aol.com AG, Club & Flyfishing topics in general

Eric Tinglof etinglof19@aol.com Los Osos, Club and Flyfishing topics in general

Bob Bayer rbayer319@gmail.com, Paso Robles, Club, Fly fishing topics in general,Rivers 

& Still Water

Bernard Pieters bpieters84@gmail.com AG, Flyfishing topics in general, Casting

Don Wheeler donaldgwheeler@gmail.com, Templeton, Club, Flyfishing topics in general, 

Saltwater

Jim Snodgrass lynda.and.jim@comcast.net Santa Maria, Fly Tying

mailto:lsleichter@hotmail.com
mailto:mshelton@calpoly.edu
mailto:klb1018@gmail.com
mailto:garybtd@aol.com
mailto:etinglof19@aol.com
mailto:rbayer319@gmail.com
mailto:bpieters84@gmail.com
mailto:donaldgwheeler@gmail.com
mailto:lynda.and.jim@comcast.net
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VIDEO OF INTEREST
By Kevin Rayner

Ever get sick of tangled or lose dropper fly? I took a knot 
from bass fishing with conventional tackle. It’s called a 
“drop shot rig”. This knot holds the upper fly to the leader/
tippet and leaves a long tag end for the lower fly. The upper 
fly is perpendicular to the leader/tippet. Try it!  You’ll like it.

Click this Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=GwszY5ns8jw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwszY5ns8jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwszY5ns8jw
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2025 Meeting Programs               

        
By: Lew Leichter & Mark Shelton

Mark and I are starting to plan our programs for next year. The goal continues to 
be in-person speakers on topics of local interest to members. Like most other 
things, in-person speakers have become more expensive. 

As a way to oûset this, Mark and I remember when we would have a meeting or 
two each year devoted to club member presentations. These were very popular in 
the past. It doesn't need to be fancy. Sharing a neat fishing experience with, 
hopefully, info about the destination, in addition to some photos. It also doesn't 
need to be long, as we can group several in an evening. Power points, slide shows, 
and show and tell all are welcome. 

If you have any questions or want to sign up please contact Mark 
at mshelton@calpoly.edu or me, Lew, at lsleichter@hotmail.com

mailto:mshelton@calpoly.edu
mailto:lsleichter@hotmail.com
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2024 Speaker Program Schedule 

By Lew Leichter 

DATE IP (IN PERSON) NAME PROGRAM

Z (ZOOM)

JAN 11 Z BRANDON WORTHINGTON STATE OF JEFFERSON FISHING 

Fishing No CA & So Oregon

FEB 8 IP JIM COX WESTERN RIVERS CONSERVANCY 

Update From One Of Our Favorite Non Proûts

MARCH 9 BANQUET IP DOUG RODERICKS SIERRA DRIFTERS

Fishing Eastern Sierra SNll Waters

APR 11 IP FRANK BURR GOLDEN TROUT WILDERNESS

MAY 9 IP MICHAEL SCHWEIT OFFSHORE

JUNE 13 IP LCSLO CLC MBNEP RECOGNIZING LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL NON PROFITS

JULY 11 IP SCOTT MCDONALD KINGS RIVER

AUG 8 IP DAN JOHNSON TROUT UNLIMITED UPDATE

SEPT 7 @OCTAGON BARN SLO FALL SOCIAL

OCT 10 Z ANDREW HARRIS CONFLUENCE OUTFITTERS PROGRAM TBD

NOV 14 IP DAN LACOUNT FISHING TRUCKEE AREA

DEC 12 ANNUAL MEETING & 

MEMBER SLIDE SHOW

We're increasing the number of in person speakers and are 
emphasizing programs on California fishing opportunities, most 

of which you can reach in a one day drive.
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吀؀is link 琀؀ buy 琀؀ckets 
Log in 琀؀ 琀؀e websi琀؀

Click on <Shop=

https://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/

DEADLINE FOR TICKETS - AUGUST 31

https://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/
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Our Summer Raÿe will feature your choice of either Dave Scadden's 8-foot Predator or 9-foot Detonator pontoon boats. See 
pictures and info below. In addition, we'll raÿe two $100 gift cards from The Fly Shop in Redding. 

Raÿe tickets are available at $40 each so your odds of winning are pretty good. We need to sell a minimum of 40 tickets and 
there is a 50 ticket maximum. Tickets are available for sale from the Shop page on our website.

Shop 3 Santa Lucia Fly Fishers Club

Special Summer Ra٠恬e Opportunity

DEADLINE FOR TICKETS - AUGUST 31

https://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/shop
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               Date               Event         Contact Email Contact  Name

January-September 

TBD

Monthly Surf Perch 

Outings

klb1048@gmail.com

lsleichter@hotmail.com

jerryjames1@mac.com

<donaldgwheeler@gmai

l.com>

Ken Baldwin

Lew Leichter

Don Wheeler

Jerry James


February TBD Salinas River Striper 

trip.

lsleichter@hotmail.com Lew Leichter

March 2 & 16 Casting Clinic bpieters84@gmail.com Bernard Pieters

June 10 -12 Children’s Fishing 

Camp

lsleichter@hotmail.com Lew Leichter

June 23-29 Manzanita Lake bpieters84@gmail.com Bernard Pieters

August 3 Halibut Fishing/Avila bpieters84@gmail.com Bernard Pieters

August 4-9 San Juan River NM lynda.and.jim@comcast

.net

Jim Snodgrass

October TBD Tenkara Clinic klb1048@gmail.com Ken Baldwin 

October 18-21 Western Sierra garybtd@aol.com Gary Brennan

October 5-12 Lake Almanor/Eagle 

Lake

klb1048@gmail.com

lsleichter@hotmail.com

Ken Baldwin

Lew Leichter

November/December 

TBD

O’Neil Forebay Striper 

Fishing

mshelton@calpoly.edu Mark Shelton

2024 SLFF Club Fishing Outings

Comments:  Dates and locations (TBD) for surf fishing will be determined by time, tides, and 
weather conditions. Notifications will be sent out by e-blast.

The dates regarding the specific locations will be determined by the response of members wishing 
to participate in the outings. We will update you by email and notices in the club newsletter.

mailto:klb1048@gmail.com
mailto:lsleichter@hotmail.com
mailto:jerryjames1@mac.com
mailto:donaldgwheeler@gmail.com
mailto:lsleichter@hotmail.com
mailto:bpieters84@gmail.com
mailto:lsleichter@hotmail.com
mailto:bpieters84@gmail.com
mailto:bpieters84@gmail.com
mailto:lynda.and.jim@comcast.net
mailto:klb1048@gmail.com
mailto:garybtd@aol.com
mailto:klb1048@gmail.com
mailto:lsleichter@hotmail.com
mailto:mshelton@calpoly.edu
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Lake Almanor  

October 5-12

Four SLFF members will be in 

the Hamilton Branch from 10/5 

to 10/12. If you're going to be 

up there then let me know and 

we'll try to get together.

Lew Leichter

lsleichter@hotmail.com

mailto:lsleichter@hotmail.com
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Members, 

I am planning on arranging an introductory clinic on the Japanese technique of Tenkara fly-fishing 

in October, the dates are still to be determined. For those unfamiliar with Tenkara fly-fishing, it is 

an ancient form of fixed-line fishing using a rod measuring 10-13 feet to which is affixed to a non-

tapered line of 10-15 feet and 3-4 feet of tippet at the end. There is no reel and the rod weighs less 

than 4 ounces. The simplicity of Tenkara fishing makes it ideal for fishing streams and small rivers 

and is perfect for camping and backpacking trips as the contemporary rod collapses to 18-20 

inches. 

I have organized the clinic for the past three years in conjunction with fly-fishing guide Pat Jaeger 

of the Eastern Sierra Guide Service located in Mammoth Lakes. In the past, we have held the clinic 

at the Lower Owens River just outside of Bishop, though the final locale will depend on the 

prevailing water conditions. The clinic involves two half-day sessions of stream-side instructions 

with Tenkara rods provided by Pat for those who do not have one.  The price for the 2-day clinic is 

$800 plus tip divided between the number of participants with the maximum being six-anglers. I 

recommend spending a couple of days either before or after the clinic to fish the local streams, 

rivers and/or lakes.  

For members requiring accommodations Bishop or Mammoth Lakes have plenty of motels at 

reasonable rates, though I recommend that reservations be obtained early to secure a room. 

I will need to have those interested in this outing contact me at klb1048@gmail.com or by cell 

phone at 805-440-4200. As soon as I have commitments of at least two, I can finalize the dates 

depending on the wishes of the participants. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and quoting the venerable Chinese philosopher, Confucius, 

“Life (fly-fishing) is real simple, but we insist on making it complicated.” 

Ken Baldwin 

TENKARA CLINIC
October Date TBD

By Ken Baldwin

mailto:klb1048@gmail.com
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  Western Sierra Trout Update 
                                                       


By Gary Brennan

                                     DATES THIS YEAR:  OCTOBER 18 TO 21.

        Greetings!  Other members and I are now planning our third annual trip to fish rivers and 
streams in the Western Sierras.  Our dates are set.  Our destination is not. After reading this if 
any interested member has input on destination choices please reach out to me at 
garybtd@aol.com.

        During 2022, seven of us traveled to Mono Hot Springs to fish the San Joaquin River, 
Florence Lake , Mono Creek and Edison Lake areas.  Drought conditions prevailed and fishing 
was lousy, even while being “guided”.  Club camaraderie was great and all agreed on another Fall 
trip which was intended to be to the south fork of the Kings River in the Cedar Grove area. 
Then winter set in and the access to Cedar Grove became impossible. So the plan for 2023 
shifted to the middle fork of the Stanislaus River north east of Sonora. Again seven club 
members made this trip.  Four of us camped at the Brightman Flat campground and others 
bunked comfortably in cabins in Long Barn. “Unguided” DIY fishing was pretty, pretty good,  
matched again with fine camaraderie. 

      These trips are planned to put us on good stream and river fishing, (sometimes requiring 
some hiking and rock hoping), close enough to the Central Coast for relatively easy travel, in 
locations with decent camp or lodging opportunities  and over a long weekend to accommodate 
working folks. Our club is fortunate to have several anglers experienced in these waters who’s 
advice and participation is as good as any guide’s ( cheaper too! ).

      That said, we’re looking this year at these options:  Return to the middle fork of the 
Stanislaus; second attempt at the south fork of the Kings ( Cedar Grove );  new option on the 
west and east forks of the Carson River in the Markleeville area of Alpine County. 

      Planning will continue with the goal to have our destination set and plans in place by the 
Sept 12 club meeting. So, mark you calendars and please be in touch with your input or 
preferences for 2024 Western Sierra trout fishing with SLFF.

mailto:garybtd@aol.com
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If you would like to sign up for the Southwest Council Fly 

Fishers International’s (SWCFFI) monthly newsletter, click here:  

http://eepurl.com/dEL97L 

http://eepurl.com/dEL97L
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SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

An individual regular membership is $45.00 per year for 12 months  
(January through December).  

Enrollment after July 1st is $30.00 for the remainder of the year.  

To join, please visit our website: 
 santaluciaflyfishers.com 

MEMBERSHIP FEES CAN BE PAID ONLINE  
New Members or Membership Renewal 

PRIVATE CASTING LESSONS AVAILABLE 

While our six FFI certified casting instructors generously put on a series of free casting clinics 
for our club members each spring, we wanted you to know they are also available for private 
casting lessons throughout the year.


If interested, please contact them directly for additional information.


Bernard Pieters		 Arroyo Grande  489-3085 bpieters84@gmail.com

Bob Hurd	 	 	 Arroyo Grande  550-9071  rbrthurd@gmail.com

Todd Tose		 	 Grover Beach  904-5288. trtflyfisher@charter.net

Sally Stoner	 	 Halcyon  550-9509 fishsal44@gmail.com

Deb Cox 	 	 	 Arroyo Grande  440-4344 debgrainercox@yahoo.com

mailto:bpieters84@gmail.com
mailto:rbrthurd@gmail.com
mailto:trtflyfisher@charter.net
mailto:fishsal44@gmail.com
mailto:debgrainercox@yahoo.com
http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/membership-3
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SLFF CLUB OFFICERS &  DIRECTORS  & COMMITTEE MEMBERS

OFFICERS HOME CELL

PRESIDENT ERIC TINGLOF 417-861-0264

VICE PRESIDENT KEN BALDWIN 440-4200

SECRETARY DON WHEELER 610-3158

ASST SECRETARY CHRIS RHOADES 441-8394 

TREASURER GLYNIS TINGLOF 234 - 6299

DIRECTORS LEW LEICHTER 934-2476 452-0497

GARY BRENNAN 626-484-2205

RICK SAVAL 702-806-9436

BERNARD PIETERS 489-3085

KEVIN SHAW 213-229-9550 818-640-9694

GLYNIS TINGLOF 234 - 6299

ERIC TINGLOF 417 861-0264

KEN BALDWIN 440-4200

DON WHEELER 610-3158

BOB BAYER 474-8950 434-7905

RICH JENSEN 680-7615 

CHRIS RHOADES 441-8394 

COMMITTEES

CONSERVATION DON BALDWIN 440-6811

MEMBERSHIP KEVIN SHAW 818-640-9694

NEWSLETTER DONNA & JOHN SIMS 650-766-2674

PROGRAMS LEW LEICHTER 934-2476 452-0497

MARK SHELTON 459-7863
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OUTINGS SALT 

WATER

LEW LEICHTER 934-2476 452-0497

DON WHEELER 610-3158

OUTINGS FRESH 

WATER

KEN BALDWIN 481-8027 440-4200

RICK SAVAL 702-806-9436

EDUCATION

ROD BUILDING BOB BAYER 782-9193 434-7905

JIM SNODGRASS 235-3738

CASTING BERNARD PIETERS 489-3085

ERIC SHERAR 461-3333

FLY TYING JIM SNODGRASS 925-5426 235-3738

MIKE GRIFFITH 464-0622

KNOT TYING DAVID HOLMES 550-9323

BANQUET & BBQ GLYNIS TINGLOF 234 - 6299

WEBSITE CARSON DICICCO 345-5980

FUND RAISING BOB BAYER (GEAR/

SPECIAL ORDERS)

434-7905

MARK SHELTON (GEAR) 459-7863

STEVE SOENKE (MEMBER 

GIFTS)
550 1715 

LEW LEICHTER (GUIDES/

GEAR)

934-2476 452-0497

FINANCIAL AUDITS LEW LEICHTER 934-2476 452-0497

KEN BALDWIN 481-8027 440-4200

LIBRARY STEVE SOENKE 550 1715 

SWCFFI 

COORDINATOR

RICK SAVAL 702-806-9436

NOMINATING LEW LEICHTER 934-2476 452-0497

MARK SHELTON 459-7863

ERIC TINGLOF 417-861-0264


	Save-the-Dates
	In This Month’s Newsletter
	President’s Message
	New Member Profile
	Western Sierra Trout Update
	SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

